Benjamin Church Manor

Independent Living

Bristolhousingri.org

Volume 25 Issue 12

December 2022

1014 Hope Street
Bristol, RI 02809
401-253-4464

Direct Extensions

Candy ext. 14
Jim ext. 13
Moe ext. 12
Orlanda ext. 11
Linda ext. 10

Hours of Operation

Mon —Thurs:
8 am to 3:30 pm

Fri: 8 am to 1 pm

Board of Commissioners

John Faria,
Chairman

Raymond Cordeiro
Vice-Chairman

Tina Barboza
Edward J. Correia
Pasquale D’Alessio

Candace Pansa
Executive Director

Important Dates

December 8th, 10:00 AM—Thursday
« BHA Board Meeting
o« Community Room
December 6th, 1:30 PM—Tuesday
« BCM Resident Association Meeting
o« Community Room
December 16th, 5:30 to 9:00 PM—Friday
« Resident Association Christmas Party
« Tickets required:
member $12, non-member $20
December 18, Sundown—Sunday
« Hanukkah begins
December 21th—Wednesday
« Winter begins
December 23th and 26th—Friday and Monday
« Office Closed for Christmas
January 2—Monday
« Office Closed for New Year’s Holiday

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

This is the first Christmas in a long time that we can gather without too much worry. (Please
get your Covid booster shots if you have not done so yet!) We have so much to be grateful
for! Sometimes it seems as if life is not fair to us, but we keep our heads up and say thanks for
what we do have! Friends and family are so important to us, especially at Christmas.

| am grateful for a wonderful caring office staff: Jim Silva, Moe Horton, Orlanda Oliveira, and
Linda Kelley. Thank you to the commissioners who guide us: John Faria, Raymond Cordeiro,
Tina Barboza, Ed Correia and Pat D’Alessio.

| am thankful for your favorite people, the full-time maintenance staff: Steve Dallaire, Gil
Almeida, Richard Francis, and Kyle Liverios, and our part-time maintenance staff: Gil Ferreira
and Gil Almeida, Senior. They go above and beyond for all our residents!

Thank you to all my staff for all you do for everyone here at Benjamin Church Manor and all
you do for me! Merry Christmas!

Pretty soon our “elves” will be hanging wreaths and decorating the two gazebos. Please do
not put any decorations on the gazebo; we will hang white lights and put a Christmas tree in
each gazebo.

SNOW SNOW SNOW

Are you ready for the snow? Be sure all your medications are up to date and in supply, have
batteries and flashlights and ready-made food in case we lose power, and be sure your cell
phone is always charged! It is a good idea to go with family if we anticipate a large storm.
REMEMBER, we do not have generators in any of the buildings except in the main building!
When the storm is over and after the men clean the sidewalks and entries to buildings, we
will do a call out to ask you to move your car to Chestnut Street while we plow the lots. Thank
you for your cooperation and let us pray NO SNOW!
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MOE’S CORNER

You can leave me a message at

(401) 253-4464 Ext 12

Please be specific with your questions, issues, or
complaints so | can research the answer and | wII B

For Your Information

My office hours are

Monday through Thursday
8:30a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Off on Fridays.

&
MAIL

return your call.

j W
My email address is mhorton@bristolhousingri.org'!

2022 Senior

Tickets are now available for the Senior Christmas
Dinner at Mount Hope High School on

Wednesday, December 14th, 2022.
Doors Will Open at 5:00 p.m.

Purchase your ticket at the Bristol Housing Authority
Office.

Cost per ticket is $1.00 which reserves your seat.

Food will be catered by Common Pub, and
Entertainment by Mount Hope Vocal, Guitar, and Jazz
Ensembles.

Event is sponsored by Bristol Parks and Recreation.

Merry Christmas!
Moe

Christmas Dinne

A
rSpemaI OMMV

For those that do not know what is
involved in managing all the coming
and goings of the residents, I've
listed just a few duties that need to
be done:

1. Screening of new applicants

2. Apartment tours

3. Annual and Interim Certifications
4. Complaints

5. Emails/Voicemails

6. Parking Assignments

| share this with you so you know
that it takes more than me to do all
of this and more.

Thank you to Donna Dantone for her
unwavering assistance in making all
this run so smoothly.

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Benjamin Church Resident Association
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Happy Birthday to all our December babies!
Our Halloween Party was so much fun! | was amazed by the creativity and variety of
costumes. Congratulations to our winners for their costumes and to our raffle winners. Our
DJ had so many of us up on the dance floor; it was truly a fantastic night! Thanks to everyone
who helped out.
Our Trinkets, Treasures and Treats Bazaar was a HUGE success. The weather cleared for us,
making for a great day, and many people came to shop and eat. Our baked goods table and
food court did exceptionally well. An enormous thank you to all who baked, cooked,
organized, and helped in so many ways; this couldn't have worked without every one of you.
We all did a great job! Congratulations to all the raffle winners!
We would like to congratulate and welcome Sharon Araujo, our new membership secretary,
and Frank Vento, our Sergeant of Arms. So happy to have you both working with us.
The officers and | are working very hard to make our Christmas Party a most enjoyable and
festive evening. Santa will be with us, and we will be dancing to Christmas music and more.
Tickets will be on sale very soon!

Upcoming Events:
Resident Association Meeting
« Tuesday, December 6, 1:30pm in the Community Room
« IMPORTANT NOTICE:
For December only, our Resident Association Meeting is the first Tuesday of the month.
Please mark your calendars. This will be an important meeting.
« Meeting and 50/50 Raffle
o Christmas Party Tickets on Sale
Resident Association Christmas Party
« Friday, December 16th 5:30 to 9:00
« Tickets required: $12 member and $20 non-member
o Avisit from Santa
« Dinner, Raffles, DJ & Door Prizes
o« Community Room
Remember: To become a member of our association please call one of our officers listed
below. New Memberships are welcome at any time.

President—Liz Patton, 401-516-6265

Vice President—Jody Archambault, 401-649-3081
Secretary—Mlichele Ferguson, 401-595-9171
Treasurer—Paula Ferreira, 401-290-7069

Membership Secretary—Sharon Araujo, 401-457-3646

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Bristol Housing Authority

Storm Preparedness
Hurricane, Blizzard, ETC

. This is an Independent Living Housing Complex, which means that you are
responsible for making the necessary arrangements for your safety and well-being.

. Travel conditions may prevent you from leaving when an emergency occurs;
therefore,contact family/friends prior to a storm so you can stay with them.

. Make a family communication plan. Your family may not be together when disaster/
emergency strikes, so it is important to know how you will contact one another,and
what you willdo in case of an emergency.

. Anyone who utilizes medical equipment requiring electricity should go to a
hospital or arrange with family/friend(s) to stay with them if they have a generator.

. Your cell phone should be charged in case the electricity shuts off.

. Keep a flashlight, extra batteries, and a battery-operated radio close by so that you
always have light during a power outage. Do NOT burn candles; inthe event of a
fire,the emergency responders may not be able to get here quickly.

. Wear adequate clothing and have extra blankets to keep warm. The power may be
off for days at a time.

. The Emergency Hall Lights have power for 45 minutes during a power outage.

. As a last resort, our community room has a generator, but we must always stress
that you should go with a family member or friend. Please bring your own food
and medicine. Also, you should not be going outside during the height of the
storm; if you should fall and the lights are out, it may take a while to find you.

10.Emergency Dialers and Emergency Pull Cords 5 h  bwork during a power outage.

Going with family/friends will alleviate that concern. Remember that there is
safety in numbers; if you remain in your apartment when your neighbors have
left to go with their family/friends, help may not be available.

11.Keep the Storm Preparedness flyer in a safe and an accessible place; in the event of an

emergency, you can have this information at your fingertips.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ANTICIPATED COOPERATION!!

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org




MEALS ON WHEELS

The Meals on Wheels .
program is available for lunch [

delivery to you. For . 7 .

information, please contact

the Senior Center at
401-253-8458

HOT LUNCH AT THE SENIOR CENTER
Monday—Friday
11:30 AM

Grocery Shopping Transportation

The Senior Center offers transportation to the

grocery store for the residents of Benjamin
Call the Senior Centertwo | "2 | chyrch Manor on Thursdays.

YETOT N
. \ w
days in advance to reserve i}c > For reservations

your seat: Call the Senior Center

401-253-8458 401-253-8458
Suggested Donation is S3.

If you are calling in a work order,
Dial extension 10
So that your work order will be handled quickly.

If you call another extension, and the person is out, the message

will not get to us and your work order will not be reported. MJ'-'N)F”‘”
For immediate assistance with anything, 3
Dial Extension 10.

The work order request must be made with the office.
Please do not ask a maintenance worker directly when you see them on the property.
The maintenance staff will not directly address or schedule any work order request.

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org



Parking Lot Regulations During a Snowstorm

When it snows, we can depend upon the maintenance staff to be out there plowing all hours

of the day and night.

Our maintenance staff work long, hard hours to ensure that the entrances to buildings are

cleared first to ensure that emergency vehicles can get into the buildings.

After all sidewalks are cleared, they clear the parking lots.

You will be asked to move your car to Chestnut Street when the workers are ready to plow

your lot.

If you do not move your car there will be mounds of snow surrounding your car.

It is always a good idea to have a family member or friend take your car off the property if

you cannot move your car.

Need to Place a Work Order?
D

When you need a work order, please call office
at extension 10.

Do not tell maintenance staff members, as they
are very busy completing work orders that are
properly called into the office and may forget.
Feel free to let our maintenance department
know they are doing a good job.
They really like to chat with our
tenants!

Gold Stars to our

maintenance department!

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSINGS

Christmas Holiday
Friday, December 23 through
Monday, December 26

New Year’s Holiday
Monday, January 2, 2023

For emergency work orders, when the
office is closed, please call the After-Hours
Emergency Number:

(401) 253-6522.

We wish you all a happy and healthy
holiday season.

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Guest and Away Policies
Let Us Know If You Are Having Company Or Will Be Away!

Overnight Guests
Call Extension 10 to Register Your Guests Before They Arrive.

ALWAYS register your guests! ISR - PSSR
Overnight guests may park on Chestnut Street.

You must provide the name and address of each guest as well as 6UE§T L[f‘]"
the guest’s vehicle plate number.

Per BHA Overnight Guest Policy, there is a limit of 21 days per BB
calendar year for overnight guests. B

Please Note: Guests are NOT to stay in your apartment when you are not there.

Planning to Be Away?

If you are planning to be away for a couple of days, please let us know.
Please call the front office at Ext. 10 to notify us.

If you are in the hospital or another medical facility and cannot notify us
yourself, please have a family member call us to notify us.

It’s important that we know who is on the property in case of
emergencies.

Thank you!
Package Deliveries December 21st
For mail and packages that are @ First Day of
being delivered, be sure to Winter!

include your apartment number

to ensure that they will arrive at your ' Just A Reminder

apartment instead of at the office. For Any After Hours Emergency

Thank you! ® Call (401) 253-6522

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Community Garden Updates

i %\\A COMMUNIT;,

GARDE

-+ FRESH PRODUCE:~~

The Board of Commissioners of the Bristol Housing Authority unanimously approved Linda
Heroux’s project to expand the garden on the property of Benjamin Church Manor.

Funding is being sought via a cooperative grant from Roger Williams University and The Town
of Bristol.

Please stay tuned for further information in the coming months.

Register NOW if you are interested in the next planting season.

| ] X
Benjamin Church Senior Center WISHING YOU HAPPY HOLIDAYS THIS
Services and Activities
v v SEASON:
There are lots of fun things \—\3??\(
happening at the Senior Happy Hannukah!
Center!

_ Merry Christmas!
Check out the enclosed Senior Center

newsletter to see all they have to offer. Happy Kwanzaa!

Yy 'L/o/’b’ay
s

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Conserve Heat
Please, please conserve
heat—the cost of electricity is &

going up 41%.
This is an increased cost of
thousands of dollars this coming year!
Thank you for your help!

FOOD BANK DONATIONS
NEEDED!
The basket for donations is in

the community room if you
would like to make a donation.

Just come to the community
room door with your donations.

Coming Soon!!
Resident Computer \( |

Room

Located in the former
Salon, near the office.

hoof )
|

m

|

Resident Lawn Furniture

Please do not leave your lawn
furniture outside on the grounds
or near the buildings, as it
becomes an eyesore to the
grounds as well as a hazard to
those who enter or leave the
buildings.

Thank you for your dojhafions Trossword answers

Down:

ROBO CALLS
These calls are very important.
We will notify you of any issues we may
have in your building or involving our
community, such as the following:
« Up and coming events, including rain
date schedules
o Expected storms and storm
preparedness

- -
« Fire alarminspections ﬁ

If you are not getting the calls,

please let us know.
To hear the latest message again, please
call
(877) 333-9336
It is so important that you stay updated.
Stay safe and stay informed!

14.
16.
18.
20.
23.
25.
26.
29.

Across:

2. Frosty

5. Eggnog

8. Nutcracker
10.
11.

Stocking
Showman
Wreath
Sugarplum
Star
December
Ornament
Elves
Jingle

Noel

1. North

3. Tree

4. Scrooge

6. Gingerbread

7. Chimney

9. Candy Cane

10.
12.
13.
15.
17.
19.
21.
22.

Snow
Mistletoe
Christmas
Drummer
Merry
Reindeer
Rudolph
Kringle

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Annual Inspection Emergency Findings Due to
Personal Furniture in Front of Bedroom Windows

RESCUE WINDOW

KEEP THE AREA IN FRONT
OF THIS WINDOW GLEAR

Please Keep Windows Clear!

During the annual inspections in November, many units were found to have furniture that is
higher than the window placed in front of the windows.

Placing furniture (or plants or other objects) in front of the window that are higher than the
window presents a fire evacuation hazard.

The finding is a 24-hour emergency finding caused by the resident and must be addressed
immediately by the resident.

The furniture must be moved to the side of the window or at least twelve inches away from
the window into the room, a space large enough through which you can walk to access the
window.

If a fire should happen in your apartment and the fire is outside the bedroom door, you may
need to close the door and call to a fire fighter at the window and evacuate through the
window with the aid of the fire department.

However, the room can fill with thick smoke within minutes and if the window is blocked by
furniture, you will not be able to see or breathe well enough to move the furniture to gain
access to the window.

Prevent a future inspection finding, and avoid a potential and unnecessary tragedy!

Plantings in the Gardens Near the Buildings

The HUD inspector cited the housing authority with a finding for each of |

the plantings in the gardens that were touching the side of the buildings.

Be sure you have cleaned out the gardens near your buildings if you have ‘*@m

-

planted anything.
Next year only pots of flowers or vegetables will be allowed.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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Resident Association Christmas Party

Friday, December 16

5:30 to 9:00 PM
In the Community Room

”@

All Residents Are Welcome—Please Come!!

Tickets prices are:
Member: $12

Non-member: $20

Tickets Include:

Dinner
Hot Full-Course Meal,
Dessert,

And Beverages

Visit From Santa

DJ and Door Prizes!

Tickets will be on sale in the Community Room on:
Friday, December 2
11 AM—1 PM
Tuesday, December 6
1:30 PM, at the monthly meeting
Saturday, December 10
4 PM—6 PM

GGG

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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11
13
14
16
18
20
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

2 3
4 5 3 7
8 9
10
11 12
13
14 15
16 17
18 19
20 21
22
23
24 25
26
27 28
29
Across Down
Famous snowman 1 Pole
Traditional dairy drink 3 Green Christmas decoration
An opener or a famous ballet 4 Mean or miserly person
Hung over the fireplace 6 Treat used to build miniature houses
Carrot-nosed figure 7 How Santa gets in
Christmas song 9 Striped sweet
Circular decoration 10 Frozen rain
Dance of the Fairy 12 Christmas "kissing" plant
Tree topper 13  Gift giving holiday
Christmas month 15 Little Boy
Tree decoration 17 Christmas; A season's greeting
Santd'sride 19 Rudolph and friends
Santd's helpers 21 Lead reindeer
Bells 22 Kris

Green Christmas thief
Plant with red berries
The First Christmas, "The First "

Answers on page 10.

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org



14
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This Month’s Recipe:

Christmas Caramel Kiss Cookies

Directions:

In mixing bowl cream butter and sugars. Beat in
egg and extract.

In separate bowl combine flour, baking soda and
salt.

Add flour mixture to butter mixture.

Ingredients: Chill 1 hour in refrigerator.

% cup butter Roll dough into 1-inch balls then roll in
% cup sugar additional sugar. Place 2 inches apart on baking

%2 cup brown sugar (light) sheet.

1egg Bake 325 for 10-12 minutes.
2 tsp vanilla extract Press a kiss onto each cookie. Cool cookies.
2 cups flour

1 tsp baking soda

Y tsp salt

Additional Sugar

40 milk chocolate kisses with caramel

Senior Health Insurance Counselors

At the Senior Center
Receive assistance with EDICARE @ @Hj
health insurance OPEN

ENROLLMENT
options, Medicare OCT. 15- DEC. 7 Of all the months of the year there is not a
issues, prescription and Medicaid month one half so welcome to the young,
assistance. To make an appointment: or so full of happy associations,
Call the Senior Center (401) 253-8458. as the last month of the year.

—Charles Dickens

Visit Our Website at www.bristolhousingri.org
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